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                               For the full detail of this evening’s Council Meeting, please visit www.watchreadingohio.com. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Mr. Mattscheck called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mr. Mattscheck led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present:  Mr. Powell, Mr. Bronner, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mrs. Kroeger, Mr. Thamann  
& Mrs. Eadicicco. 
 
OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Brenda Owens & Clerk of Council Carla Bronner. 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Bronner, to go out of order and hold the Executive Session after roll call. 
Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Bishop, to enter into Executive Session, for purpose of considering the 
acquisition of property for public purposes.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Council entered Executive Session at 7:31 
p.m.   
 
Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Bronner, to come out of Executive Session at 8:09 p.m. and enter back into 
Regular Session.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve July 15, 2025 (Legislative) Council Minutes Meeting made by Mrs. 
Kroeger, seconded by Mr. Eadicicco carried by voice vote. 
 
AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION:  NONE 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
(1) July 23, 2025, Email from Jennifer Dick: 
Council and Administration, 

     To begin, we would like to say that the residents on Harvest are excited to finally be chosen to have our street repaved. 
We have been eagerly awaiting. 

     Can you please provide us the approximate dates for start/end work so we can make proper preparations for parking and 
travel during this time? 

     Finally, we would like to request a 10mph speed limit as well as speed humps if at all possible. As you know, our street 
does not have sidewalks and isn't very kid friendly as far as activities go. With new, younger families that have moved in, we 
now have many pets that need walked as well as 11 children that reside here. Those kids ride their bicycles, play ball, etc. so 
we would love to slow the traffic to make it safer for all of us. We have included our names and street numbers below. 

http://www.watchreadingohio.com/
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Thank you for your consideration, Harvest Lane Neighbors 

Kyle Howard 221 
Gillian Woody 224 
Jennifer and Chris Dick 227 
Donna Menke  236 
Ashley and Kevin Morgan 250 
Shawn Wilson 261 
Angel and Tony Jones 265 
251 is currently empty 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: Hamilton County Auditor, Jessica Miranda 
Gave Power Point Presentation to Council: 
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GUEST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL REPORTS: 
MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes:  
Today, 8/5/2025 our Police Department hosted another National Night Out where our residents get the opportunity to get to 
know our Police officers and our Fire/EMS employees better and also get to see many of the resources that are available for 
us to keep our community as safe as we possibly can. Effective Public Safety involves all of us doing our part and  I always 
love seeing the incredible support that is shown for our outstanding departments. 

On July 30, after 18 years of dedicated service to our City, Denise Gehring retired. Denise was an incredible public servant 
and great to work with. I have stated many times that I am the most blessed Mayor anywhere and a huge part of that is 
working every day with dedicated, concerned, productive city employees who serve our residents, schools, businesses and 
organizations to the very best of their abilities. I hope you all will join me in wishing Denise the very best. 

Our last day for our city pool to be open will be August 24 due to our pool employees playing sports and heading back to 
school.  Our pool will also be closed on Saturdays August 16 and 23 due to the incredible number of people and cars that our 
Reading Youth Football and Cheerleading brings to our city.   

Our excellent schools will be opening soon and as always, we ask everyone to SLOW DOWN as you drive and keep an eye 
out for our young students as they try to make their way to and from school. 

The Taste of Reading will be on August 23 at Koenig Park from noon till 11pm.  

The Fall in Love Bridal show will be held on September 11 from 6pm-9pm on Benson Street. Benson Streret will be closed 
from 5pm till 10pm from Wachendorf to Reading Road 

Our Lady of the Valley’s festival will be on September 12, 13 and 14 
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We were awarded $105,000 in MRF funds that we will use to repave Hunt Road from Fuhrman to Blue Ash.  The Harvest 
Lane Road project will begin mid-August with sewer repairs; new curbs and the street will be widened where possible with  
half of the total cost being paid for using hard earned SCIP Grant dollars. 

Our Police Department was recognized by Lexipol, the leading provider of solutions that empower performance excellence in 
Public Safety. This is the 6th consecutive year that our excellent Police Department received the Gold award, which is the 
highest ranking possible. 

Through our District 2 Integrating Committee that distributes Ohio Public Works funding for infrastructure improvements we 
were awarded $826,400 in grant dollars to improve all of East Crest Drive (including water main improvements) all of 
Crestmont Drive and West Crest from Crestmont to Keith Drive. We were also awarded $826,400 in interest free loan dollars 
to be able to complete the $1,652,800 project. 

I want to thank our Reading Chamber of Commerce and our Reading Bridal district for all that they do to help keep the 
businesses that we have and their help in attracting new businesses to locate here.   

Please get to know your neighbors and look out for them and call 911 immediately if you see any suspicious or illegal 
activity.  

Please sign up for emergency alerts and warnings from Hamilton County Alert and Smart 911 at AlertHC.org 

Please continue to pray for all who are in need  

Call me at 513-509-8619 with any questions, comments or concerns 

SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR:  Patrick Ross: (Report read by Mayor, Bo Bemmes) 
- Public Works preparing for new school year by painting traffic lines and readying fields for fall sports seasons 
- Thank Officer Bobby Hauserman and rest of PD for work in preparing for tonight’s National Night Out 
- Gas aggregation with IGS will be $0.533/ccf for 12 months beginning November 2025 bill and ending October 2026 
- Remind everyone to be patient and slow down as school begins back already in the next couple weeks. 
- 2026 budget was submitted and received by the county 
- New payment box for water utility/taxes installed.  It’s on the other side of the driveway entrance instead of corner. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR:  Dave Stevenson: (No Report)                      
 
TREASURER:  Brenda Owens 
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AUDITOR:  Sabrina Smith: 
National Night Out at Koenig Park was an amazing event for all ages. Thank you to everyone involved in the production of 
this event. There is so much good in our community!  

We are working to close the July books and update all the transfers that were passed by Council in July. We will be moving 
$2M from the CET to the General Fund for normal purchases. We are on track to have 3 of the 4 transfers for the year. July 
reports will be sent out once they are complete. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
FINANCE:  Andy Bronner (No Report) 
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UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS:  Mark Bishop (No Report) 
 
ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Dave Powell  
I am in the process of drafting an ordinance dealing with grass clippings and yard waste on public streets. I am currently 
researching the potential environmental impacts those clippings pose. 

I received a complaint over the weekend about the semi-trucks and box trucks parking on the vacant portion of the Popeye’s 
property. I drove past the site and observed 2 Box trucks parked rear to rear, a Semi truck and trailer, parked on the pavement 
along Mechanic Street, and a bob tail rig backed diagonally onto the grass. I reached out to our zoning official and it appears 
that our existing ordinance has some vague terms. I will work to come up with language that will strengthen the ordinance. 
 
LAWS & CONTRACTS:  Katie Eadicicco 
Tonight, on our agenda we have the first reading of an ordinance to enact a vacant building registration. My committee has 
been working on this for a few months, and I’d like to thank my committee members and Mr. Stevenson for all your help. 

We looked over ordinances and programs from other cities in the area and decided what would work best for Reading. As 
most of us know, blight and vacant buildings negatively impact communities. Reading boasts the largest wedding shopping 
district in North America, and we have people from all over the country come to our city. I, as I’m sure many others agree, 
don’t want visitors to our city driving past boarded windows and empty or run-down buildings on their way to visit in our 
Bridal District. 

Moreover, blight affects the surrounding area and negatively impacts the properties values of neighboring homes and 
buildings. Blight can also lead to an increase in crime, create a dangerous situation in an emergency for our first responders, 
and can have a negative effect on the health and wellbeing of residents.  

We all want Reading to be a city that we are proud of. I feel that this is a positive step in cleaning up blighted properties and 
encouraging more development in Reading, as well as making Reading a place where people feel safe, where people want to 
live, work, and raise families, and where people want to visit to dine and shop. 

I hope everyone had a chance to review the ordinance and the provisions and requirements of the registration. I welcome any 
discussion or questions. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Shelly Kroeger 
Police Department run count for July, 2025 
·         Calls for service                           1132 
·         Auto Accidents                             31 
·         Booking Original Charges            90 
·         Total Criminal Charges               125 

Citations Issued  
·         Hamilton County                         0 
·         Arlington Heights                        17 
·         Juvenile                                        0  
·         Reading Mayor’s                         149  
Total Citations                                      167  
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Fire Departments run count for July, 2025 
·         EMS Responses                           200 
·         Fire Responses                             41  
Total Responses                                   241 

If you haven’t made it to Koenig Park yet tonight for National Night Out, there is still time. The event ends at 9pm. For the 
month of July, there were runs for theft, forgery, property damage, and domestic issues. There is an ongoing problem with 
loose dogs and people getting bit by them. Please keep your dogs on a leash while outside or in a fenced in yard. Please, if 
you see something, say something. Nothing is too small to report. 

Our fire department provided training for employees of Valley Metal Works and attended Camp Chabad and did multiple 
activities with the campers. 
 
SERVICE:  Bob Boehner           

                                  

                         



CITY OF READING, OHIO 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION 

AUGUST 05, 2025 – 7:30 PM 
 

Page 15       08-05-2025 Reading Council Minutes 
 
 

                                      
          
RECREATION:  Scott Thamann 
We have some changes coming for the community pool. The pool will be closed on Saturday, Aug. 16. On Monday, Aug. 18, 
the pool will close at 4:00 pm. On Tuesday, Aug. 19, Reading High School begins classes. As such, the pool will be open 
from 4-7 pm Aug. 19-Aug. 21.  The pool will be closed on Friday, the 22nd and Saturday, the 23rd. Leaving us with Sunday, 
Aug. 24 will be the final day that the pool will be open for this season. 

And lastly, the Taste of Reading, hosted by our Ladies Auxiliary, will take place at Koenig Park on Saturday, Aug. 23.  
Please join us for a great time.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: NONE 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
READING OF RESOLUTIONS: NONE 
READING OF ORDINANCES:  
(1) AN ORDINACE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN  
      AGREEMENT WITH THE VILLAGE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, OHIO   
 
        Ordinance was declared a “First Reading” only. 
 
(2) AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2023-42 AND REVOKING REAL PROPERTY TAX  
      EXEMPTIONS PROVIDED TO MCCLUSKEY CHEVROLET, INC. AND NEXTGEN AUTOMOTIVE 2 LLC. 
 
        Motion made by Mr. Powell, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger, to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading. 
        Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Powell, seconded by Mr. Boehner to adopt the  
        ordinance. Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 
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        ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                    ORDINANCE NUMBER 2025-35 
 
(3) AN ORDINANCE ENACTING A VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION FOR THE CITY OF  
      READING, AND TO PROVIDE A SYSTEM FOR THE REGISTRATION OF VACANT RESIDENTIAL  
      AND COMMERICAL BUILDINGS WITHIN THE CITY  (First Reading) 
 
        Ordinance was declared a “First Reading” only. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  NONE 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Boehner moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Kroeger seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
The meeting was adjourned at 9:09 pm. 

 

X______________________________________           X______________________________________ 

   Carla Bronner                                                                  Kevin Mattscheck 
   Clerk of Council                                                                President of Council 


